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DETAILED ACTION 

1 ■ Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is mos, nearly connected, lo rrake and/or use the invention. 

In claim 5, applicant claims a first cross member pivolally affixed lo the slide 
channel and an second cross member for locking between the first cross member and 
the side channel. However, .ha. arrangemen, of parts does no. correspond lo 
applicant detailed disclosure. In Ihe detailed disclosure, applicant describes a firs, 
cross member 55 pivolally connected to the upright support 30 (no. the slide channel, 
and a second cross member fixed to the upright support. There is no description of a 
•locking between said first cross member and said slide channel". 

2. Claim f is objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 1, line 3 
".he support stand- lacks dear antecedent basis in ,he claims. In line 4, the claim must 
end in a period Appropriate correction is required. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 .hat 
form the basis for the rejections under .his section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being an«cipa.ed by Knutson 
(USPN 5,599,002). 
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Knutson shows a snowmobile with a support stand 64 that slides out from the 
rear bumper 1 6 of a snowmobi.e 12. A user can lift the rear end of the snowmobiie and 
drop the support down to support the rear end of the snowmobi.e above the ground 
surface. 

5. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sibley (USPN 3,785,541). 

Sibley shows a snowmobile with a slide channel 10 that is horizontally oriented 
and located below the seat area and an upright support member 1 6 that can slide within 
and be stored in the channel. The support also pivots relative to the channel to a 
vertical, deployed position. 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

ass 

the prior art are such that the sub eel mS2 a Ste ^f H S h? eC L matter . S0U9ht t0 be P** 1 ** and 
invention was made to a person SmSJ^tT^ t h n ave h b f n ° bvious at «* time the 
Patentable sha., not be negatived bylhetSi! 55^^^^^ 

7- Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sibley in 
view of Knutson. 

Sibley fails ,o teach positioning the support in a stowed position incorporated into 
the bumper. 

Knutson shows an upright support that is incorporated into bumper 16. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the 
Sibley support in a bumper structure when stowed, as taught by Knutson, in order to 
protect the support when the vehicle is in operation. 
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8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Eggert, Guger, and Leitner show supports mounted at the rear end of 
snowmobiles. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

' examiner should be directed to Anne Marie M Boeh.er whose telephone number is 703- 
308-0422. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, Monday-Thursday, 
and alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 703-308-0629. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PA.R system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Anne Marie M Boehler 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 361 1 
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